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The zoning and code statements in this brochure do not necessarily represent all zoning 

and code requirements. Please contact the Building Department for complete details 

and requirements regarding building codes and zoning ordinances for your specific 

project.
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Here is a list of names and contact information for Engineering and Building Department employees as

well as some numbers for the Fianance Office and Utility Service information.

Most of the construction projects that require an inspection from the City of Pierre Building Department

can be arranged with a phone call to the Building Department office. An inspector can usually respond

within a few hours of a call, however, if you know in advance that you are going to need an inspection,

advanced notice to the City will allow us to combine inspection trips and save time and mileage.

John Irvine 773-3072

Kirby Welch 280-8389

Sharon Pruess 773-3062

John Childs 773-3056

Brad Palmer 773-3067

Lynn Patton 773-2298

Kyle Kurth 773-3066

Derek Gray 773-3070

Paul Hertel 773-3060

If your project is large enough to require the electrical service to be interrupted or moved, then here are

some phone numbers for the Utility and Finance desk. Of course, any new electrical service will require a

deposit with the Finance Office, and, except for a mobile home being placed in a mobile home court,  a

City electrical permit is required for a temporary and/or permanent electrical connection.

Twila Hight 773-7407

Carol Valland 773-3068

Codi Nincehelser 773-3065

Brad Smith 773-7407 ext. 129

Kathy Hoyme 773-7407 ext. 121

Beth Croston 773-7407 ext. 120

Building and Engineering

Finance and Utilities
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City Engineer / Planning Director

Utilities Director

Construction/Operations Mgr.

City Planner

Building Official

Building Inspector

Staff Engineer

Senior Administrative Clerk

Administrative Clerk

Administrative Clerk

Senior Engineer Technician

Engineer Technician

Finance Officer / Business Mgr.

Accounts Payable / Elections

Deputy Finance Officer
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The intent of this information is to help you understand the need for building codes, the building permit

process, building permit fees, and the services provided for you by the City of Pierre.

What Is The Purpose Of Building Codes ? What Is The Cost Of A Building Permit ?

The purpose of the building codes is to provide minimum The permit cost is based on the project cost and a fee

standards of construction and materials for buildings and schedule (which is subject to change or amend) as

structures, and to safeguard health, property and public adopted by the City of Pierre.

welfare.

What Codes Are Adopted By The City ?
Addition / Remodeling / Garages

Pierre has adopted the 2009 International Building Code, $1 to $500 $35

2009 International Residential Code, 2009 International Fire $501 to $2000 $35 for the first $501 plus

Code, 2009 Uniform Plumbing Code, 2009 International $1.30 for each additional

Property Maintenance Code, 2009 International Mechanical $100 or fraction thereof.

Code, 2009 International Fuel Gas Code, 2011 NEC. $2001 to $55,000 $55 for first $2001 plus

$5.50 for each additional

Why Do I Need A Building Permit ? $1000 or fraction thereof.

$55,001 and up $347 for the first $55,001

A building permit allows new construction to meet plus $1.30 for each

minimum standards of open space, density, type of additional $1000

use and safety for you, visitors,  and future owners

of the structure. New Home / Dwelling Unit

Who Is Responsible For Obtaining The Up to $100,000 $350 for the first $100,000

Building Permit ? Over $100,000 plus $1.35 for each additional

(Includes attached garage) $1,000 over $100,000

The contractor, the owner, or their representative may

obtain the building permit. However, the person or

company doing the actual construction work will be

responsible for verifying that a permit has been obtained What 'Services' Will I Receive From The City ?
before the work is started.

Type of Service No.

How Much Time Will It Take To Plan Review 2 Reviews by city building

Get A Permit ? & planning. Sometimes

engineering & fire dept.

The permit process can take from fifteen minutes to five

days, depending on the size and complexity of the project. Bldg. Inspection 6 Footing, foundation,

framing, sheetrock,

The permit process for smaller projects, i.e. siding, roofing, mechanical, final inspection

etc. should take less than thirty minutes. Calling ahead and and occupancy certificate.

making an appointment is recommended.

Total 8* (Residential Inspections)

The permit process allows the city departments to review

the building plans for code and zoning compliance. This

process involves the Pierre Building Inspection, Planning,  * Number of inspections will vary depending on size

Zoning and Engineering departments, and may involve the     and type of building construction or remodeling.

Pierre Fire Department and the State Health Department.

Type of Inspections

Building Information Brochure
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Residential Schedule

Type Fee
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Remodeling a basement, adding new bedrooms or building a new home? This information will help you

plan your project so you can meet the building codes, and provide a safe home for you and your family.

Bedroom Fire Escape and Rescue Window

Requirements:

Every sleeping room below the fourth story shall have at

least one operable window or door approved for emergency

escape or rescue which shall open directly onto a public

street, public alley, yard or court. The units shall be

operable from the inside to provide a full clear opening

without special knowledge or the use of separate tools.

Window Specifications:

All escape or rescue windows shall have a minimum net

clear opening area of 5.7 square feet. The minimum net

clear opening height dimension shall be 24 inches. The

minimum width dimension shall be 20 inches. When

windows are provided as a method of escape or rescue

they shall have a finished sill height not more than 44

inches above the basement floor.

Bars, grills, covers, screens or similar devices are permitted

to be placed over emergency escape and rescue openings,

bulkhead enclosures, or window wells that serve such

openings, provided;

(1) The net clear openng size complies with

Section R310.1.1 to R310.1.4.

(2) Such devices shall be releasable or removable

from the inside without use of a key, tool, or

force greater than the normal opening operation.

Window Wells:

The minimum horizontal area of the window well shall be 9

square feet, with a minimum horizontal projection and width

of 36 inches. The area of the window well shall allow the

emergency escape and resue opening to be fully opened. REMEMBER - CALL SOUTH DAKOTA ONE-CALL

No required window well shall be deeper than 44 inches AT 1-800-781-7474 OR 811 AT LEAST 48 HRS.

unless ready access is made available, i.e. steps or ladder. BEFORE YOU DIG !

The zoning and code statements in this brochure do not necessarily represent all zoning and code 

requirements. Please contact the Building Department for complete details and requirements 

regarding building codes and zoning ordinances for your specific project.

Windows - Egress and Code Information

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday
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The building code requires certain locations within a residence to have smoke detectors installed. Smoke 
detectors are a very efficient way to provide early warning of dangerous conditions of fire and/or smoke.
Also, safe and adequate stairways are an important element of egress from any structure. Here are some
of the regulations covering stairs and stairways.

Required Smoke Detector Locations:

The building code requires a smoke detector in every require a landing at the top of the stairs provided that the

sleeping room and in areas leading to sleeping rooms, door does not swing over the stairs.

and at least one on every level.

Handrails:

Smoke detectors need to be hard wired, with a battery Handrails shall be provided on at least one side of each

back-up and inter-connected so that when one goes continuous run of treads or flight with four or more risers.

off, they all go off. That is so when one in the basement

detects fire or smoke, the one in the second floor bedroom Handrail Height:   Handrail height shall be measured

will also give warning and wake the occupants. vertically from the tread nosing and shall not be less than

34 inches and not more than 38 inches.

On smaller remodeling jobs, the city would only require

that battery operated smoke detectors be installed if Continuity: Handrails for stairways shall be

none exist. On larger projects, especially on projects continuous for the full length of the flight, from a point

that exceed one half the valuation of the residence, directly above the top riser of the flight to a point directly

hard wired smoke detectors may be required to be above the lowest riser of the flight.

installed.

Handrail ends shall be returned or shall terminate in newel

Interior Stairs and Stairways posts or safety terminals. Handrails adjacent to a

Width: Stairways shall not be less than 36 inches in wall shall have a space of not less than 1-1/2 inch between

clear width at all points above the permitted handrail the handrail and the wall.

height and below the required headroom height.

Illumination: Interior stairways shall be illuminated in

Headroom: The minimum headroom in all parts of the accordance with Sec. R303.6. Interior stairway illumination

stairway shall not be less than 6 feet 8 inches measured shall be controlled from both the top and bottom of the

vertically from the nose of the tread or from the floor stairs without traversing any steps per section R303.6.1.

surface of the landing or platform.

Guards

Stair Treads and Risers: As amended by the City, the Porches, balconies or raised floor surfaces located more

maximum riser height shall be 8 inches measured vertically than 30 inches above the floor or walking surface shall

between leading edges of adjacent treads and the minimum have guards not less than 36 inches in height. Open sides

tread depth (run of tread) shall be 10 inches measured of stairs with a total rise of more than 30 inches above the

horizontally between the vertical planes of adjacent treads. floor or grade below shall have guards not less than 34

inches in height measured vertically from the nose of the

Landings: There shall be a floor and landing at the top treads.

and bottom of each stairway. The width of each landing

shall not be less than the stairway served. Landings shall Required guards shall have intermediate rails or closures

have a minimum dimension of 36 inches measured in the which do not allow passage of a sphere 6 inches or more

direction of travel. (Exception): Interior stairways do not in diameter and they shall not create a ladder effect.

Smoke Detectors - Interior Stairways

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday

The zoning and code statements in this brochure do not necessarily represent all zoning and code 

requirements. Please contact the Building Department for complete details and requirements 

regarding building codes and zoning ordinances for your specific project.
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Building a new deck? This information will help you understand some of the single-family residential building

codes and zoning requirements for building a new deck or updating an existing one.

Construction Requirements: Residential Setbacks:

Floor joist Size Spacing Span Required Front Yard:

span 2" X 8" 16" o.c. 11' - 1" 25' from the front lot line. Uncovered steps and landings a

examples: 2" X 10" 16" o.c. 13' - 7" max. of  8' x 12' may encroach 8 ft. into a 25 ft. front yard.

2" X 12" 16" o.c. 15' - 9"

Required Rear Yard:

Note:  Span of floor joists will vary depending on species, 25 ' from the rear lot line. (usually opposite front lot line,

grade of material and on-center (o.c.) spacing. Examples however, some corner lots may be different)

given are maximum spans allowed for Western Cedar #2. Uncovered decks attached to the principal residence may

encroach 1/3 into the required rear set back.

Stairway Requirements For Residential Decks:       Example: An existing 28' rear yard may build a deck

      11' in width. (25' req. / 3 = 8')

Maximum  rise of stair = 8 inches       28' (measured) minus 25' (required) = 3' + 8' = 11'

Minimum  run of tread = 10 inches

Detached garages may occupy the required rear yard but

Handrail And Guardrail Requirements: must meet the requirements for detached garages on pg. 7.

Handrails are required on stairs with 4 or more risers. Required Side Yard:

6' minimum from side lot line, but 15' of total combined

A guardrail is required on decks, landings, porches and side yard required. Corner lots require 20' setback from

stairways over 30" in height above finished grade and the the property line on the side street side.

intermediate spindles cannot form a ladder effect.

Note:  Guardrails must be a minimum of 36" in height for a Building Permit Information:
single family dwelling and 6" is the maximum opening

through or under any part of the guardrail. A building permit is required for all decks over 30" above

finished grade or any deck with a guardrail installed.

Construction Plans: Cost of a building permit for new and replacement decks

is $35, regardless of the cost of the deck.

Basic construction plans are required, showing details

of the deck as follows: The permit process may take less than thirty minutes

Site Plan Fastener details if sufficient information is presented for the permit.

Elevation Drawings Ledger details

Stairways Lumber sizes Variances for zoning requirements may apply if a

Guardrails All dimensions practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship is created

by complying with the existing zoning ordinance.

Frost footings are required for all decks that will support

a roof structure over them that is attached to the residence REMEMBER - CALL SOUTH DAKOTA ONE-CALL

and all deck supports must be anchored to the ground. AT 1-800-781-7474 OR 811 AT LEAST 48 HRS.

BEFORE YOU DIG !

Decks - Code and Zoning Information

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday

The zoning and code statements in this brochure do not necessarily represent all zoning and code 

requirements. Please contact the Building Department for complete details and requirements 

regarding building codes and zoning ordinances for your specific project.

O:\Engineering_Department\Bldg Dept\Bldg Official\Bldg Brochures\DIY Brochure6 3/27/2015



Building a fence? Building or moving in a storage shed? This information will help you plan your project so

you can meet the Building Codes and Zoning Ordinances.

Fence Height: Storage Sheds:

Fences are allowed to be 80 inches in height in rear yards A Building Permit is required for sheds with an area of

and between residences to the front of the residence 80 sq. ft. (8 x 10) or larger. Sheds shall be aesthetically

furthest back from the street. Fences 48 inches in height similar to the principal residence. Sheds shall be permitted

may be placed in front yards or adjacent to front yards. to occupy a required yard with the following restrictions:

Fences in side street yards may be 48" with an additional

2' of lattice or chain link that is more than 50% open with      No shed shall be greater than 15 feet in height nor be

some other restrictions.      closer than 20 ft. to any street property line.

Fences more than 48" in height in front yards and adjacent

to front yards requires approval from the Board of Adjust-      A shed may be constructed within 3 ft. of an inside lot

ment. Chain link fences with no attachments are exempt      line or alley line when the entire shed is not less than

from the fencing regulations, except that no barbed wire      60 ft. from the front lot line and not less than 6 ft. from

is allowed within residential zoning. Of course, utility      the principal building. The shed may be constructed

locates should be done prior to digging.      less than 60 ft. from the front lot line if it is entirely to

     the rear of any principal building on the adjacent lot.

Note: The City Does Not Do Lot Surveys.

Sheds less than 80 sq. ft. in size also need to meet the

     Fencing Examples: above setbacks, but do not require a Building Permit.

Fences and Storage Sheds

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday

Code and Zoning Information
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Building a new garage? Pouring a new driveway or cutting a new driveway approach?  Here are some hints

on the do's & don'ts that will make your project go smoother. If you have any questions….contact us!

Attached Garages:
 5.  Garages over 1200 sq. ft. require a variance and also

Garages attached to the principal residence must have       require a frost footing;

spread frost footings down to 42" below adjacent grade.

 6.  Detached garages shall be limited to an average height

The garage shall be separated from the residence and       of 15 ft. above adjacent grade.

its attic area by not less than 5/8 inch Type X gypsum

wallboard applied to the garage side. Garages beneath  7.  All garages of pole construction are required to have

habitable rooms shall be separated from all habitable       engineered footings, poles and trusses and must meet

rooms above by not less than 5/8 inch gypsum wall-       the texture and appearance requirement.

board. Where the separation is a floor-ceiling

assembly, the structure supporting the separation Driveways:
shall be protected by not less than 1/2 inch gypsum

wallboard or equivalent. Any supporting columns, Driveways must have a dust-free surface. Driveways may

including steel columns, located within the garage be located anywhere on the property. Curb cuts for

must be protected also. residential driveways may be up to 30 ft. wide, measured

from the bottom of the curb slope. Commercial driveway

Any connecting door between the residence and the curb cuts may be up to 40 ft. in width, measured from the

attached garage must be solid wood not less than bottom of the curb slope. Curb slope at the edges shall

1-3/8 inches thick or a 20-minute fire-rated door. not exceed 24 inches horizontally from top to bottom.

Any heating or cooling ductwork that opens into the Right-of-Way Permits are required if any part of the

garage must be protected with a fire damper. driveway extends past the property line.

The required setbacks as described on Page 6  apply. Adjacent Property Protection:
Any construction work that takes place near adjacent

Detached Garages: property, be it private property or public right-of-way,

shall provide for the protection of the adjacent property

Detached garages of up to 1200 sq. ft. are allowed in all from any dirt, rubble, runoff, siltation or other construction

residential zoning. Detached garages must be aesthetically materials from encroaching onto the adjacent property.

similar in texture and appearance to the principal residence.

Some of the ordinances covering detached garages are: If any construction materials do end up on the adjacent

property, including streets, sidewalks, alleys or adjacent

    1.  Garages shall not occupy the required front yard. lots, the contractor or owner responsible must immediately

remove the construction material and clean the adjacent

    2.  Garages may occupy the side yard as long as the property of any residual dirt, concrete, or rubble in a

        required side setbacks are met; satisfactory manner.

    3.  Garages may be within 3 ft. of the side lot line Exception:  If prior arrangements are made with the owner

         provided they are entirely behind the principal of the adjacent property, adjacent property may be used

         residence on the lot and also entirely behind the for the storage of construction materials, however, the

        residence on the adjacent lots. property must be cleaned before the project is complete.

     4.   Garages may be within three feet of an alley,

           unless they are being entered from an alley, REMEMBER - CALL SOUTH DAKOTA ONE-CALL

           then they must have a 35 ft. turning radius into AT 1-800-781-7474 OR 811 AT LEAST 48 HRS.

           the garage including the width of the adjacent alley. BEFORE YOU DIG !

Garages / Driveways

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday
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Thinking about running that new business out of your home? Here are the guidelines covering what is and isn't

considered a home occupation by city ordinance. It's always best to call if there is any doubt in your mind.

Home Occupations:

The City of Pierre Ordinances describes a "Home

Occupation" as a business or profession carried on

within a residential dwelling by the resident thereof; and

which shall have the following characteristics:

a)  There shall be no external evidence of the occupation

with the exception of one unlighted name plate of not

more than one square foot in area attached flat against

the building. Advertising displays and advertising devices

displayed through a window of the building shall not be

permitted.

b)  There shall be no emission of smoke, dust, odor, fumes,

glare, noise, vibration, electrical or electronic disturbance

detectable at the zoning lot line.

c)  The activity shall employ only members of the immediate

family of the resident of the dwelling. i)  Room or board for hire, but not for more than 2 persons.

d)  There shall not be a stock of goods on the premises in j)  The conducting of a barber shop and/or beauty shop,

excess of 30 cubic feet in volume, none of which shall be a clinic, a commercial stable, a commercial kennel, a

of a flammable nature, and none of which shall be stored tourist home, a restaurant or a tea room, a convalescent

visibly outside the premises. home, a mortuary establishment, or any similar use shall

not be deemed to be a home occupation.

e)  There shall be no signs, radio, television, newspaper,

business cards, handbill or similar types of advertising Any business, occupation or profession, the operation

linking the address of the premises to the home occupation. of which does not meet the aforesaid characteristics shall

not be interpreted to be a home occupation despite the

f)  Said home occupation shall not involve continual visits fact that it may attempt to operate in a residential building.

by the general public except for approved day care.

g)  The above listed characteristics of a home occupation REMEMBER - CALL SOUTH DAKOTA ONE-CALL

shall not be construed to restrict the sale of garden AT 1-800-781-7474 OR 811 AT LEAST 48 HRS.

produce grown on the premises, provided this exception BEFORE YOU DIG !

shall not extend to allow the operation of a commercial

green house or nursery, or the existence of stands or

booths for the display of produce grown on the premises.

   Please contact the Building Department for complete

h)  Said occupation may include the caring for not more    details and requirements regarding the building codes

than 12 children at one time for hire.    and zoning ordinances for your specific project.

Home Occupations

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday
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projects that require a building permit. It's always best to contact the City Building Department before you

start any construction project around the house.

Reshingling - Asphalt Shingles

Asphalt shingles shall only be used on roof slopes of 2.  Where the existing roof is wood shake, slate, clay,

cement or asbestos-cement tile.

3.  Where the existing roof has two or more applications

application is required. of any type of roof covering.

Double underlayment is installed by starting at the Where the application of a new metal roof covering is

eaves edge with a single layer of 19 inch underlayment over wood shingle or shake roofs, the entire combustible

and then apply successive layers of 36 inch under- concealed space shall be covered with gypsum board, 

layment starting at the eaves edge and overlapping mineral fiber, glass fiber or other approved materials

successive sheets 19 inches. securely fastened in place.

For roofs with slopes of 4:12 and greater, a single layer Siding and Residing

of underlayment shall be installed by starting at the Exterior walls shall provide the building with a weather-

eave and overlapping successive sheets by 2 inches resistant exterior wall envelope. The exterior wall

and securely fasten in place. envelope shall be designed and constructed in such a

manner as to prevent the accumulation of water within

Ice Protection the wall assembly by providing a water-resistive barrier

In areas where the average daily temperature in January behind the exterior veneer as required by Sec. R703.1.

is 25°F or less, an ice barrier that consists of at least

two layers of underlayment cemented together or of a Weather Resistant Sheathing Paper

self-adhering polymer modified bitumen sheet shall be Asphalt saturated felt complying with ASTM D 226 or

used in place of normal underlayment and extend at other approved weather-resistant material shall be applied

least 3 feet above the eave. over studs or sheathing of all exterior walls as required by

Exception: Detached accessory structures that Section R703.2 and Table R703.4. Such felt or material shall

      contain no conditioned spaces. be applied horizontally, with the upper layer lapped over

the lower layer not less than 2 inches.

Flashing - Valley Lining      Exception: Detached accessory buildings.

For open valleys lined with metal, the valley lining

shall be at least 24 inches wide and of any corrosion Horizontal Siding

resistant metal. Horizontal lap siding shall be lapped a minimum of 1 inch,

or 0.5 inch if rabbeted, and shall have the ends caulked,

 For closed valleys (valley covered with shingles), covered with a batten, or sealed and installed over a strip

valley lining of one ply of smooth roll roofing 36 inches of flashing as per Section R703.3.2. 

wide or valley lining as described above shall be permitted.
Unless specified otherwise, all exterior wall coverings

Roofing Layers shall be securely fastened in accordance with Table

New roof coverings shall not be installed without first R703.4 or with other approved aluminum, stainless steel,

removing existing roof coverings where any of the zinc-coated or other approved fasteners.

following conditions occur:

1.  Where the existing roof is water-soaked or has    Please contact the Building Department for complete

deteriorated to the point that the existing roof is not    details and requirements regarding the building codes

adequate as a base for additional roofing.    and zoning ordinances for your specific project.

2 units vertical in 12 units horizontal or greater. For roof

slopes of 2:12 up to 4:12, double underlayment

Maintenance Permits

City of Pierre  |  Building Department  |  Phone (605) 773-7341  |  Office Hours: 8 - 12 : 1 - 5  Monday - Friday

Thinking about replacing Windows or Doors, Reshingling or Residing? These are some of the maintenance
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Political signs always raise questions around election time. Here is the City Ordinance as it addresses the
placement, size and time frames for displaying political content signs.

Do's and Don’ts of Political Signs

With the exception of bumper stickers placed on licensed may be placed on private property or in the boulevard area

motor vehicles, no person shall place or display any political of the street right-of-way adjacent to private property, thirty

candidate or election issue signs on public or private days before any election, providng the signs do not exceed

property prior to thirty days before any election and all such 432 square inches in area and are removed within seven

signs shall be removed within seven days after the election. days following the election.

1.   Political candidate signs up to 32 square feet in size, and 4.   With permission of the property owner, political or

located in a use zone that allows on-site advertising, may be election issue signs not exceeding 32 square feet in size

displayed at the principal campaign headquarters of a lawful and placed in a vehicle or on a trailer, may park on public

political candidate at any time. streets and in parking lots, but not in a city owned parking

lot and not in residential zoning, thirty days before any

2.   Political candidate or election issue signs up to 32 square election provided all parking regulations are met and the

feet in size, when located on their own rented or leased space signs are removed within seven days following the election.

of a vacant lot, not in residential zoning, but within a use zone

allowing on-site advertising, may be displayed thirty days 5.   Political and election issue billboards may be displayed

prior to an election, but must be removed within seven days at any time in all use zones allowing off-site advertising as

following the election. provided for in Chapter 12, Sections 12-14-108, of the City

of Pierre Planning and Zoning Ordinances.

3.   With permission of the property owner, or the adjacent

property owner, political candidate or election issue signs 6. Political signs are not allowed within State Highway

right-of-ways.

REMEMBER - CALL SOUTH DAKOTA ONE-CALL

AT 1-800-781-7474 OR 811 AT LEAST 48 HRS.

BEFORE YOU DIG !

The zoning and code statements in this brochure do not necessarily represent all zoning and code 

requirements. Please contact the Building Department for complete details and requirements 

regarding building codes and zoning ordinances for your specific project.

NOTES

Political Signs
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